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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE I2I88I 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY AF/S: JDAVIDOW:GFH 

APPROVED BY AE: WILLIAM B. EDMONDSON 

AE/S:DKEOGH 

S/S-0:LRRMACFARLNE 

P:MR. EORBES 

262000Z 062180/64 

OP261944Z MAY 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO PRIORITY 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE I2I881 

EXDIS - CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, RH 

SUBJECT: WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS WITH NATIONALISTS 
REF:(A)DAR ES SALAAM 2121, (B) LUSAKA 1468 

1. DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH AMBASSADOR SPAIN THAT 
THERE IS LITTLE TO BE GAINED BY EMPHASIZING IMPOR- 
TANCE OE U.S. ROLE IN NEGOTIATIONS TO PARTIES SUCH AS 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WHO ARE NATURALLY SUSPICIOUS OP 
OUR MOTIVES AND GOALS. UNTYPICAL BRITISH TENDENCY TO 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE I2I88I 

OVERSTATEMENT IN THIS REGARD SHOULD BE MONITORED BY 
AMBASSADOR LOW. 

2. FOLLOWING IS BACKGROUND TO BROWN'S ASSERTION 
(PARA 3, REPTELA)THAT CONSULTATIVE GROUP'S WORK IS 
BEING MADE MORE DIPPICULT BECAUSE OP WHAT IS CON- 
S;DERED TO BE A U.S.-IMPOSED BAN ON DOING ANY KIND 
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OF WRITTEN BUSINESS WITH THE NATIONALISTS. PRIOR 
TO INITIATION OF CONSULTATIVE GROUP'S TRAVELS, THE 
BRITISH PASSED US A PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION WHICH 
CONTAINED THE SUGGESTION THAT THE UK ASK FOR WRITTEN 

STATEMENTS FROM THENATIONALISTS ON A VARIETY OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES. WE NOTED THAT THIS MIGHT 
NOT BE A PROFITABLE APPROACH, AS ONCE COMMITTED TO 
WRITING, POSITIONS TEND TO BECOME SET IN CONCRETE 
AND NOT SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT OR WITHDRAWAL. WE 
ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE NATIONALISTS ARE ALREADY 
BITTER ABOUT PREVIOUS BRITISH RELUCTANCE TO PLACE 
UK PROPOSALS ON PAPER. THEREEORE, WE SUGGESTED THAT 
AFTER THE INITIAL ROUND, CONSULTATIVE GROUP CONSIDER 
PRESENTING TO THE INTERESTED PARTIES A BRITISH DRAET 
WHICH THEY COULD THEN COMMENT UPON. OUR SUGGESTION 
WAS IN NO WAY MEANT TO BE A TOTAL BAN ON WRITTEN 
BUSINESS WITH THE NATIONALISTS. FACT THAT MUZOREWA 
PRESENTED DOCUMENT TO GRAHAM IN BOTSWANA MEETING 
WOULD SEEM WO INDICATE THAT THIS IS UNDERSTOOD BY 
ALL CONCERNED. IF DOUBT PERSISTS, AMBASSADOR LOW 
SHOULD SEEK TO CORRECT. 

VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 121881 

ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:AF/S:DKEOGH 
APPROVED BY:AF/S:DKEOGH 
S/S-0:SSTEINER 

271855Z 089116/43 

O271830ZMAY 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 121881 

EXDIS EOR AMBASSADOR LOW 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 121881 ACTION DAR ES SALAAM LUSAKA INFO 
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CAPE TOWN GABORONE LAGOS LONDON MAPUTO MAY 26. 
QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 121881 
EXDIS - CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, RH 

SUBJECT: WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS WITH NATIONALISTS 
REF:(A)DAR ES SALAAM 2121, (B) LUSAKA 1468 

1. DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH AMBASSADOR SPAIN THAT 
THERE IS LITTLE TO BE GAINED BY EMPHASIZING IMPOR- 
TANCE OE U.S. ROLE IN NEGOTIATIONS TO PARTIES SUCH AS 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WHO ARE NATURALLY SUSPICIOUS OP 
OUR MOTIVES AND GOALS. UNTYPICAL BRITISH TENDENCY TO 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 121881 

OVERSTATEMENT IN THIS REGARD SHOULD BE MONITORED BY 
AMBASSADOR LOW. 

2. FOLLOWING IS BACKGROUND TO BROWN'S ASSERTION 
(PARA 3, REFTELA)THAT CONSULTATIVE GROUP'S WORK IS 
BEING MADE MORE DIPPICULT BECAUSE OP WHAT IS CON- 
S;DERED TO BE A U.S.-IMPOSED BAN ON DOING ANY KIND 
OP WRITTEN BUSINESS WITH THE NATIONALISTS. PRIOR 
TO INITIATION OF CONSULTATIVE GROUP'S TRAVELS, THE 
BRITISH PASSED US A PROPOSED PLAN OP ACTION WHICH 
CONTAINED THE SUGGESTION THAT THE UK ASK POR WRITTEN 

STATEMENTS PROM THENATIONALISTS ON A VARIETY OP 
CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES. WE NOTED THAT THIS MIGHT 
NOT BE A PROPITABLE APPROACH, AS ONCE COMMITTED TO 
WRITING, POSITIONS TEND TO BECOME SET IN CONCRETE 
AND NOT SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT OR WITHDRAWAL. WE 
ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE NATIONALISTS ARE ALREADY 
BITTER ABOUT PREVIOUS BRITISH RELUCTANCE TO PLACE 
UK PROPOSALS ON PAPER. THEREPORE, WE SUGGESTED THAT 
APTER THE INITIAL ROUND, CONSULTATIVE GROUP CONSIDER 
PRESENTING TO THE INTERESTED PARTIES A BRITISH DRAFT 
WHICH THEY COULD THEN COMMENT UPON. OUR SUGGESTION 
WAS IN NO WAY MEANT TO BE A TOTAL BAN ON WRITTEN 
BUSINESS WITH THE NATIONALISTS. FACT THAT MUZOREWA 
PRESENTED DOCUMENT TO GRAHAM IN BOTSWANA MEETING 
WOULD SEEM WO INDICATE THAT THIS IS UNDERSTOOD BY 
ALL CONCERNED. IF DOUBT PERSISTS, AMBASSADOR LOW 
SHOULD SEEK TO CORRECT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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